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Robert De Niro,lleft, and John Savage in “The Deer Hunter”
Voted best film of the year by the New York critics

s Bergman, Jon Voight

And ‘Deer Hunter’ Cited

By JANET MASLIN
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“The Deer nunter’ was voied vest

Engiish-language film of 1978 by the
New York Film Critics’ Circle yester-

' day. The group, reinstating a former

policy of voting for English and forei-
gn-language films separately, selected
the Italian film *‘Bread and Chocolate"
as the year's best import.

Ingrid Bergman was votied best ac-
tress for her pzrformance in “‘Autumn
Sonata,” and Jon Voight was cited as
best actor for “Coming Home.”” The
best director award went to Tcrrence
Malick, ‘nr“DaysofHe ven.”

The group’s 26 voting members are
allowed one vote each on a first ballot.
If no candidate receives a majority of
votes, the members list their top three
choices, allotting them three points,
two points or one point, respectively.

Wins on Third Ballot

This year, there were 29 points for
“The Deer Hunter” on a third ballot,
with runners-up including “‘Days of
Heaven' (24 points), ‘‘An Unmarried
Woman"' (20 peints), “Coming Home”’
(15 points), “Interiors”’ (9 points), and
*“Who’ll Stép the Rain?”’ (8 points).

“Bread and Chocolate’ won on the
second ballot with 35 points. Other for-
eign films in the running were *‘Au-
tumnn Sonata' (27 points), ““A Slave of
Love’ (20 points)-and *““Get Out Your
Handkerchiefs' (19 points).

Miss Bergman, with 14 votes, was the
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only first-ballot winner. In second
place was Jill Clayburgh of *‘An Un-
married Woman,’ with 4 voiés. Jane |
Fonda received 3 votes for her mr-;
formance in “Coming Home,”’ and 2 for |
“Comes a Horseman.” |

Runners-Up for Actor

Mr. Voight, voted best actor with 40
points on a second ballot, was followed
by Gary Busey of ‘““The Buddy Holly
Story" (32 points), Robert De Niro of
“The Deer Hunter” (19 points), Nino
Manfredi of ““Bread and Chocolate” (16
points), and Nick Nolte of “Who’ll Stop -
the Rain?’’(13 points).

For the best director award, which
Mr. Malick won with 29 points on a
fourth ballot, other contenders in-
cluded Paul Mazursky for*‘An Unmar-
ried Woman' (20 points), Ingmar
Bergman for ‘“Autumn Sonata’ (18
points), Michael Cimino for “The Deer
Hunter” (17 points), and ‘' Bertrand
Blier for ‘“Get Out Your Handker-
chiefs’’ (16 points).

Mr. Mazursky won the best screen-
play award, with 30 pcints. Runners-up
were the screenplays for ‘‘Movie,
Movie,” “Bread and Chocolate' and
“Get Out Your Handkerchiefs,” each
of which received 21 points. There were
18 points for the screenplay of “Who'll
Stop the Rain?"” and 15 points for *In-
teriors.”

Maureen Stapleton Named

Maureen Stapleton, of “Intenors i
was voted best supporting actress, with
24 points. Next came Maggie Smith, for
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Burton Berinsky

Ingrid Bergman
Best actress

SR

Jon Voight
Best actor

“‘California Suite”” (26 points), Meryl
Streep for “The Deer Hunter” (25 '
points), and Lisa Lucas, who played
Jill Clayburgh’s daughter in “An Un- {

.married Woman”’ (18 points).

Christopher Walken of “The .Deer, $
Hunter”” won the group’s best support-
ing actor award, with 35 points. He was -
followed by Richard Famsworth of
“‘Comes a Horseman” (24 points) and
Barry Bostwick of ‘“Movie, Movie” (23
points).

There were votes cast for 27 different
actors in this category, among them
Gene Hackman, John Belushi, Charles
Grodin, Laurence Olivier and Rex
Reed, who has a cameo role in “‘Super-
man,’”’ and also is a member of the
critics’ group. “Well, at least I'd come
tothe party,’’ said Mr. Reed, blushing.

The 43d annual New York Film
Critics” awards will be presented in a
ceremony at a party to be held at Sar-
di’s late next month.

DO NOT FORGET THE KEEDIEST!
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